Biblical slavery passages
NIV translation

Exodus 21:20:

“Anyone who beats their male or female slave with a rod must be punished if the slave dies
as a direct result, but they are not to be punished if the slave recovers after a day or two,
since the slave is their property.”

Exodus 21: 26-27

“An owner who hits a male or female slave in the eye and destroys it must let the slave go
free to compensate for the eye. And an owner who knocks out the tooth of a male or female
slave must let the slave go free to compensate for the tooth.

Romans 6:20
When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of righteousness.

Romans 6:22
But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit
you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life.

1 Corinthians 7:23
You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men.

2 Corinthians 11:20
In fact, you even put up with anyone who enslaves you or exploits you or takes advantage
of you or pushes himself forward or slaps you in the face.

Galatians 2:4
... because some false brothers had infiltrated our ranks to spy on the freedom we have in
Christ Jesus and to make us slaves.

Galatians 4:8
Formerly, when you did not know God, you were slaves to those who by nature are not
gods.

Galatians 4:24
These things may be taken figuratively, for the women represent two covenants. One
covenant is from Mount Sinai and bears children who are to be slaves: This is Hagar.

Ephesians 6:5
Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as
you would obey Christ.

Ephesians 6:6
Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but like slaves of Christ,
doing the will of God from your heart.



Ephesians 6:9
And masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you know that
he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no favoritism with him.

Colossians 3:22
Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye is on you
and to win their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord.

Colossians 4:1
Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and fair, because you know that you also
have a Master in heaven.

Titus 2:9
Teach slaves to be subject to their masters in everything, to try to please them, not to talk
back to them,

1 Peter 2:18
Slaves, submit yourselves to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good
and considerate, but also to those who are harsh.

2 Peter 2:19
They promise them freedom, while they themselves are slaves of depravity--for a man is a
slave to whatever has mastered him.

And then there’s the Letter to Philemon, which was used by OPPONENTS of slavery. The
authorship of this book is attributed to St. Paul. “Onesimus” means “one who is useful.” The
story tradition to this letter is that it was written while Paul was a prisoner. Onesimus had
stolen and run away from Philemon, and ended up being converted to Christianity by Paul.
Paul then writes Philemon seeking to make sure that Onesimus is not punished, and asks
that Philemon, who is obviously devout since he sponsors a church in his home, accept
Onesimus back, but as a brother Christian, which makes his status as a slave meaningless.

The Letter to Philemon (NIV translation)

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,
To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker— also to Apphia our sister and Archippus
our fellow soldier—and to the church that meets in your home:

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

[ always thank my God as [ remember you in my prayers, because I hear about your love for
all his holy people and your faith in the Lord Jesus. I pray that your partnership with us in
the faith may be effective in deepening your understanding of every good thing we share
for the sake of Christ. Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, because you,
brother, have refreshed the hearts of the Lord’s people.



Therefore, although in Christ I could be bold and order you to do what you ought to do, yet
[ prefer to appeal to you on the basis of love. It is as none other than Paul—an old man and
now also a prisoner of Christ Jesus— that [ appeal to you for my son Onesimus, who
became my son while I was in chains. Formerly he was useless to you, but now he has
become useful both to you and to me.

[ am sending him—who is my very heart—back to you. I would have liked to keep him with
me so that he could take your place in helping me while I am in chains for the gospel. But I
did not want to do anything without your consent, so that any favor you do would not seem
forced but would be voluntary. Perhaps the reason he was separated from you for a little
while was that you might have him back forever— no longer as a slave, but better than a
slave, as a dear brother. He is very dear to me but even dearer to you, both as a fellow man
and as a brother in the Lord.

So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he has done you
any wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me. [, Paul, am writing this with my own
hand. I will pay it back—not to mention that you owe me your very self. I do wish, brother,
that I may have some benefit from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in Christ. Confident of
your obedience, | write to you, knowing that you will do even more than I ask.

And one thing more: Prepare a guest room for me, because I hope to be restored to you in
answer to your prayers. Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you greetings.

And so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my fellow workers.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.



